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soak a piece of cotton with the tar and stick it over the stumps. The flies do not like the odor of the tar. The tar will also aid in healing. Wire cuts and similar wounds should be treated with simple antiseptics and observed daily. Lambs may suffer from screw-worm maggots after docking. This can be prevented by docking with the heated pincers method. If a knife is used for docking, the stump of the tail should be smeared with pine tar.
WARTS
Warts are tumors of the skin. They often affect an animal about the head and neck. Small warts are also found on the udder and teats. One or two seldom cause any trouble. At times they occur in large numbers and are very unsightly. Warts may be single or in clusters, affecting relatively large areas of the skin. In rare cases they may resemble a bunch of grapes. Some cattle have them in such large numbers as to interfere with the general health of the animals. Warts are sometimes present on the sheath of a bull. This may hinder the breeding ability of the animal. The warts are frequently red in color. When rubbed, they bleed and become raw sores.
If the warts are small and few in number, they may be clipped off with scissors and then seared over with a hot knife-blade or stick of lunar caustic. A long thin wart may be tied off with a piece of silk fishline. The line is tied tightly about the base of the wart, which after a few days will drop off. Some warts will disappear after a few applications of olive oil. In rare cases an animal has innumerable clusters of warts about the head and neck. If not of great value, it would better be disposed of.
ECZEMA
Eczema is not contagious. It begins as a simple inflammation of the skin. It is accompanied by more or less itching. If this continues, the skin becomes reddened and pustules or blisters may form. These are followed by the